
season, !3u mighi naler 1in0{
it sas 30 -was ago.

'-l still rcmember ii. I could
kind of give play-b!-pia], if
]0u pshed me, said Jim
Buton, a l9B0 Porlsmolli1
gndute md junior on 1.he

clrmpionship tem.

He had no imuble rccliinga
pla!-b-r-ltat 0f his gams$'n'
tring goal in the 3-2 *'in oYer
Westerl]' in tl€ liiie gale

''Stere ltidas cleaed lt-jusi
s€nt ii long. and I b€t ihe full-
backto&eball. hesaid- "l
rcn.nlier just iakilg il

s'nigll al ihe goal. The goali€
Rme oul sd I got lrck].I just
shot it bt irim."

-{ier i1P g3me. hc iald nai
lI lie$s sputsrtii$ Ricli
\trcowm, "The ball mne
doir! and hit me 0n the right
sid€ of m]'stomach. Then il
$€nt dom to my righi foot. '

Fos'e'd l{*k Corddt *as
on the ieid d[ing *rat goa].

bui hi! r\criiement appa'entl!
cloudsd his shori-iefm memG
r_T of t}le moment.

-Somsne saidl lotrched ir
ed then Jirn got it." he said
in'i8. 'I'm noi sue what hap-
pgne.d."

Whai irappened $as a
Forlsmoulh goal with,1:2? left
ii the gme that gale the
Patriots theA nrsl siale chm.
pionship jr a:t slort.

"l rcnember 0'Hsa ielling
us 0n the tlus.'You'll never
foryei &is."' xid Johl Bu"
ton, Jim's r'.omger brcther
ard a 198? Staduate. who \1,as

a h'eshnm on Lhe team sd
scored a goal in rhe tlnal. 'l{s
a l.l-i€il{ld kid. I'm lilie, 'Oh,

Irah."'
Porlsm0util took a 2{ lead

in Lh€ lirst half of that gane
and. ai ha]tlime. ille coach

Championship
&ntirued iton 01

showed his appmiation.
"l rcmember s'he! he kised N

at ha1ftime," Jim Burlon sid. 'I
wish he badn't done &at."

Today O'Hm still has noiling
but kircd words for his foruer play-

"Ii was jusl a group of grcat

lrmg men, and I'm f,nding out
now illat thel"rc a gmup of great
old€r men." he sid- "None of tlem
hare chmged much. Tiret sii.ll have
gwd values, good checter ed
most of them tre fairly successfir.
They tlere a special grcup of kids-

"They had pretty gpfft wcer tal-
ent. bul it w6n't the greatesl soc-
cer talent in the Eorld. But they
se* a1i for one ed one for afl."

The r€tuning temates met
before Fliday's gme at the Por"
tugleseAmeriffi Citizens Club iI
Po.tsmouth and. accolrding to
Goularl it was just iike old times.

"'11's muing. You don't ss guys

for 30 yeax, ed we're right track ai
it " C{ulan said. 'Once ltu gei
oYer the $?y haA, wejust kind of
blend together lhe ley we Ged io
as a tem-"

in 19?8. that team blended at ihe
righi iime. Gou.lilt s.id it wastr't s
much tlefual gme lhat he
nmemb€re most. but the x"hole ro
the Pafiots went on 10 sirx tire iiue

"We s0rt of gained a 1ot of
momentm lon'ard th€ eild of ttre
season, hind of being long shots,"
he sid.

The 't8 Pair:ots, &'hich fitrished
the season 1{-}?,lihely sill be long
shats again tod.ay shen tley scrim-
mage m uder-].4 Portsmoutll
Pimies louth iem that Goulan
coaches. Forih3i game. O'Hila
isn't necessa'ily optimistic ab.tt
his iem's chmces.

"1 ilinli for the fi$1 five or 10

minuts. th€l'sill reall-r i:e domi-
net," O'Hm said, "Bui as time
gGs on, &e 14 tem wili hav€ e
edge The further ihey get into the
gme, the more of e edge they'll
hal€.

"['hen t]ey bFught tre idea up,
i lau€}ed I t01d them johingl 'I
ro stiLi cmch- I don t klos il lau
guj-s m still plal:' But tl€' toid ile
they m- Some of them e slill
prett'fii."

In thai €tegory is Jim Burton.
*'ho doured his 1€$€mm jacket
for tie haIli$e ceremony and did-
n't lsh ts snstri.ted-

"t lhink 1 was 130 (pounds) even. I
don't knos I was 140," Jim Burion
said.

"l don'i thir* ei&er of u uas,"
his brcther replied.

Despite their relaiive iack of size,
thougb. tlie Patriots sere a pret\''
phlsicsl t1e according to Jim
Buton.

-\1'e nel'ar r€all-r plated ihe skill
gme. \&? jLrt kind of b€at th€ cmp
oul of lheo&er tem," he said.
"John ed i jusl stmd out on lhe
sings md saiied for t}lem io pass

m ihe ball."
Cleillt: dlal *s enoug]r. And. as

tieir ffic.h syq the gme isn't a1l

atoui skill
"They llad desire. deterninatior.

aI &e intaigibie things," O Htra
said. "SkiI is gr€i. butlou ffi't
$.in in my slrrt Rith jmt the best
playen. You have to have the b€sl
team, and thal ]eil. we had *re besr
terrn."

Of the 23 pia,rexs on tiat tee, 14

were in attendme on Friday A
moment of silene was obgred
for hvo of the pialrn - Stere Proc-
tor md DaYid White - who have
passed awa!:

ti-eptains Todd Chaplin (mid-
fielderldefender). Jim Meh'in (mid.
fi.elderr'defender) ed Steve Soua
(midielder) all ser€ there.

'A lot of them still slay in close
mntac|" assistnt coach Ray
Sabouir sid. "So whatever f iend.
ships they fomed, they kept."
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pete 0'Hara, coach of ihe 1978 Portsmouth High School boys soccer team, shake: hands with his Playars on Friday

during a reunion at hal{time of the current team's game. Fourteen of the tearn's 23 members attended.

'You don't see guys for 30 years, and we're riqht back at it.'
Mark Goulart, iorward on the 1978 P0rlsmcuth Hiqfr Stho0l slaie ch:mpionship leant

Members of the 1978

Portsmouth Hiqh School

boys soccef team reunite

to celebrate ihe school's

f irsi slate championshiP.

By Josh Kruegsr
Daily News sfai{

POR?S&,IOLIIH
nlbne *ho's pla}ed
hiEb school sFrts

remember a coach
sying, palicular-

iy befol€, duing or aller a
cbampionship, sometlring
along the 1ir]s of. "Yortll
remember lhis for the rest of
pulifa"

T!:rrs out. it's tlue. Jrisl ask
an! of tire memtler\ of rhe
19?B Porism0uth bsls soccer
team, shich $€n tlle stare
tit.le.

Most of that tem remiied
[l ida! niBht md lYas holored
at halftime of the lme leam's
win oYer l!{out Hope.

Coacb Pete O'Ha? told ilEi
to his players or Llle $aY to
the chelpionship gme ir '?8.

Listening lo sone of lhe play-
ers ialking about their d:em

Team members take a victory lap around the field after
defeating lllesterly 3-2 in Cumberland in 1978.
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